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CrossState Credit Union Foundation Honors Leaders in Financial Literacy 
  
Atlantic City, NJ – The CrossState Credit Union Foundation today honored five credit 
unions for excellence in advancing financial literacy during its annual Leaders in 
Financial Literacy Luncheon, held as part of the CrossState Credit Union Annual 
Connect Conference 2026 conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

The event brought together hundreds of credit union leaders and professionals from 
across New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

“This is the credit union way and the heart of credit unions,” said Sue Ward-Diorio, 
Executive Director of the CrossState Foundation. “Offering affordable access to 
financial services, educating folks to create financial wellness, and providing them 
with hope—together we are creating hope in our communities.” 

The following credit unions received 2026 Leaders in Financial Literacy Awards: 

• Cross Valley Federal Credit Union – WealthWise 

• Everence Federal Credit Union – Youth Program 

• Members 1st Federal Credit Union – Fraud Awareness with Consumer 
Advocate Mary Bach 

• Pheple Federal Credit Union – THRIVE Financial Wellness Pathway 

• Credit Union of New Jersey – Neurodivergent-Friendly Financial Well-Being 
Initiative (Collaboration Category) 

Each recipient received a grant from the Foundation in support of their continued work 
in financial education. 

https://www.crossvalleyfcu.org/
https://www.everence.com/
https://www.members1st.org/
https://www.pheplefcu.org/
https://www.cunj.com/


"The Foundation has a long history of supporting the financial education work of our 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania credit unions and we are delighted to again recognize 
and honor their excellence in advancing financial literacy in their communities,” said Jay 
Reed, CrossState Foundation Board Chair. “They are incorporating their products and 
education, they are bringing their schoolwork into the branch, they are training every 
level of their team to teach, they are using multi-channels with a unique speaker, and 
they are building programs for folks with different learning styles." 

The Luncheon was supported by generous sponsors, including Members 1st Federal 
Credit Union as the event's Presenting Sponsor. 

To learn more about the CrossState Foundation’s mission and programs, 
visit https://www.crossstate.org/about/foundation/. 

About CrossState Credit Union Association: 

CrossState Credit Union Association is a regional trade association serving credit 
unions across New Jersey and Pennsylvania. With offices in Harrisburg, PA, and 
Hamilton, NJ, CrossState provides advocacy, education, and operational support to 
more than 400 credit unions, representing over $93 billion in assets and 5.9 million 
members. As one of the largest regional credit union associations in the country, 
CrossState is dedicated to fostering a strong, vibrant climate for credit unions to thrive. 
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