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Terry Hessler Receives 2026 Calvin H. Jackson Lifetime Achievement Award for 

Volunteer of the Year 
  
Atlantic City, NJ – CrossState Credit Union Association announced Terry Hessler, 
Board of Director for Belco Community Credit Union, as the 2026 Credit Union 
Volunteer of the Year, receiving the Calvin H. Jackson Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Hessler accepted the award during Awards Night at Connect, the Association’s Annual 
Convention held on May 19-21, 2026, at Harrah’s Resort & Casino in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey. 
  
The award honors individuals who have demonstrated outstanding volunteer service, 
embodying the credit union spirit of “people helping people.” It is named in memory of 
Calvin H. Jackson, a tireless champion of credit unions and longtime volunteer at St. 
James A.M.E. Church Credit Union. 

“I’m deeply honored to receive the Calvin H. Jackson Award,” said Hessler. “Standing here among 
so many respectable leaders in our industry is both humbling and inspiring. The recognition is not 
just about my work—it’s about the people and partnerships that made it possible.” 

“Terry has been with our Board for over 20 years, so he’s been here through many 
things,” said Amey Sgrignoli, President & CEO of Belco Community Credit Union. “It’s 
an honor to be able to work with Terry and experience the way he makes decisions and 
the way he helps to guide us through situations and circumstances as they arise.” 
  
"Terry’s loyalty to the credit union movement has left a deep impact on his community,” 
said Patrick Conway, President & CEO of CrossState Credit Union Association. “His 
meaningful involvement reflects his desire to make a difference, and we’re honored to 
recognize his service with this Lifetime Achievement Award.”  

Hessler began his volunteer service in 2002 as a member of the Supervisory 
Committee, where he gained a deep understanding of governance, policy, and 
regulatory processes. His foundation led to his appointment to the Board of Directors in 



2010. Over the years, he held multiple committee and officer roles, culminating in his 
election as Board Chair at the height of the 2020 global pandemic. 
  

As Chair, Hessler guided the board through unprecedented challenges, inspiring 
volunteers to engage fully, pursue education, and embrace their governance 
responsibilities. He spearheaded a comprehensive governance modernization project, 
strengthening Belco’s practices with peer reviews of directors, a formal CEO evaluation 
process, and a robust volunteer recruitment pipeline. His leadership has fostered a 
constructive, policy-driven partnership between the board and CEO, ensuring Belco’s 
governance remains both principled and progressive. 
  

Beyond Belco, Hessler promoted financial literacy and community engagement. He 
holds a Board Financial Literacy Certification and has connected Belco with local school 
districts, leading them to collaborate. They are currently developing a financial 
education curriculum for high school students in the West Shore School District. This 
initiative will reach hundreds of students annually, equipping them with essential 
financial skills as they prepare for adulthood and their graduation. 
  
About CrossState Credit Union Association: 
CrossState Credit Union Association is a regional trade association serving credit 
unions across New Jersey and Pennsylvania. With offices in Harrisburg, PA, and 
Hamilton, NJ, CrossState provides advocacy, education, and operational support to 
more than 400 credit unions, representing over $93 billion in assets and 5.9 million 
members. As one of the largest regional credit union associations in the country, 
CrossState is dedicated to fostering a strong, vibrant climate for credit unions to thrive. 
 


