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William W. Pratt Lifetime Achievement Award Presented to Robert Flanyak 

  
Atlantic City, NJ – CrossState Credit Union Association has awarded Robert Flanyak, 
former President & CEO of CHROME Federal Credit Union, with the William W. Pratt 
Lifetime Achievement Award for 2026 Credit Union Executive of the Year. Flanyak was 
presented the award during an Awards Night at the CrossState Annual Connect 
Conference held at Harrah’s Resort & Casino in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
  
The William W. Pratt Executive of the Year Award recognizes outstanding leadership 
and unwavering commitment to the credit union movement and its guiding philosophy of 
“people helping people.” 

“We should never take for granted the importance of our industry,” said Flanyak. “We are changing lives 

and supporting the communities we call home in ways that for-profit banks never will be able to. Hearing 

from the young professionals tonight, I’m certain the future of our industry is great.” 

“During his career, Robert has lived by the credit union principles,” said Patrick Conway, 
President & CEO of CrossState Credit Union Association. “His mission-driven 
leadership and his philosophy on positive workplace culture ensures his community is in 
good hands. It’s an honor to recognize his contributions with this Lifetime Achievement 
Award.” 

“Bob is definitely a people-caring person,” said Robert Greek, Board Chair of CHROME 
Federal Credit Union. “He takes time to get to know that new team member and be sure 
that all the members coming in the door receive a billion-dollar treatment. Although 
we’re a billion-dollar credit union, we treat them like billion-dollar members.” 
  
Flanyak’s professional career began in 1981 at CUNA Mutual Group and was rooted in 
empowering the blue-collar worker—the foundation of the credit union movement. His 
journey continued throughout New Jersey, then at United Teletech Federal Credit 
Union, Andrews Federal Credit Union, and a small community bank in southwestern 
Pennsylvania before he joined CHROME Federal Credit Union. After just two years at 



CHROME, Flanyak was promoted to President and Chief Executive Officer, where he 
implemented his people-first leadership and emotional intelligence strategy. 
  

Flanyak’s investment in the future generation has resulted in eight Financial Reality 
Fairs that have reached over 1,500 students in the past two years. Furthermore, he 
pioneered the opening of a student-run branch in a local high school and has committed 
to hiring 10 student employees over the past two and a half years, providing essential, 
hands-on job training. These collective efforts directly support an underserved 
population by preparing students for life after high school, simultaneously strengthening 
the credit union brand and the cooperative movement in southwestern Pennsylvania 
with its future members. 
  

About CrossState Credit Union Association: 

CrossState Credit Union Association is a regional trade association serving credit 
unions across New Jersey and Pennsylvania. With offices in Harrisburg, PA, and 
Hamilton, NJ, CrossState provides advocacy, education, and operational support to 
more than 400 credit unions, representing over $93 billion in assets and 5.9 million 
members. As one of the largest regional credit union associations in the country, 
CrossState is dedicated to fostering a strong, vibrant climate for credit unions to thrive. 
  

 


